Autologous tissue in complex aortic valve disease.
Young patients with complex aortic valve disease involving the aortic root or ascending aorta are a challenge to manage. To use the Ross operation and realize its benefits, the operative technique must include aortic annulus reduction and fixation and replacement of ascending aortic pathology. Special techniques must be used when the cause of the complex disease is active endocarditis of the valve and aortic root. Surgical techniques that allow the use of the Ross operation in these settings and the midterm results in 84 patients are reviewed.